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February |5: Same Site, Different Room
Jur rext tawrnament @ili be helc Saturcsy, Decsmber 14 at tne
sigriature Inn. The tournament will be 1n the Governor’s Room, NO1 the
PCC Roowm as before. Tne Governor' = Room 1z all the way :in the back.
tnerwise, ail detailis are the same a5 wswsl. Tine cantrol 13 5786,
first rourd &> 9. Entry fees for 500 wembers: 315 in advance, :i6 at the
coor {22 more for non-meganecs, )

’\ {'.Vl b [ X3
Welcome New Members

Jerk meiler, of Mattocn; and Kyle Chuechall, oF springfield,
Joined the ciuwo in Novemce: and ecenos , pring@ing tie S0 membership
total to 42, James Healy, &0 Jasor Hiopp, of Springriels. aizo joned
ard &« tne firet rew nenbers of 2005, Welcome to Hhe it

Congratuiations...

to LCC wember ™ichas: 3hores, whoe retireos 1n Novenber atier &7
years working for the state of Iliincis. Wz wish him & long, nappy, and
chezs—T 11160 veLivenent '

Ladder Standings - january &, 2003

. ZRIAN TREASEY = EoBIVYE
2ANTD LG = DD BRAINFEL ™
3. JONATHAN ASFFEUEMMER 2. MiCHAEL SHIORES
4 SARAl O BUMGARDMNER Vi BERIAMN A TMAN
5. DANMID MCTE T, WENMTM VAT IOM
S JAMES U 13 PHILIF BRORTCERS
7. TOMPFMNIEDLER

CRpLTRG PlayBrs who hMeve rnot CreEnEwed Oy 20, 1 will DE dropped!

Aeydity, Var

Al
Corstrryot & legai positiorn using only the dwo kings, and the two
wWlte rookS, On an Otiecrwlne embty boart, 1n which White tan cellver
mate 1n one 1n Tour clfferent waye

T

it reasly cheapy fouks! Foroa moderately obvious hint, 588 the
Govtiom o7 pape 2. Hoiutlos on page 3¢

Wanted: Used chess books on the
Center Counter Defense or the Pirc Defense.
Prices are negotiable.

James Ruth (217) 525-0965



2002 The Year in Review
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lournament winnera:
February: David Mole, Sprirgfielu, 4 O
April: Rawamoiethy, Soaoiar, bloouloglbon 4 0
Jurne: Hector Herrnendez, Chicage; Shoanos La o Lo cbee e o) dee 3 30 D o
July Quick: David Mote, Springfieid, SO0 '
August: Richerd Foguth, Jacksoenw ol le, -0
Dctober: Paul Mechen, Mascoulaty, -
November Quick: Lowvad PMote, bpooienbPactd, oo
December: Richagd taryattsg Y 23 TEPYRTIIVE U B N P
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Eiection Results
In the annual SCC electicns December 4, only seve people showed
up to vote! (Tsk, tsk.) James Kuth defeated incombent t ) Boeyd o vice
president 4 votes to 3, and bLacald Fougercdner wen the o Tlice of
secretary fram Tow Knocedler, O votes *o 1.

The riew officers were swore in Jdaceas, N
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Minor Svent MNews

Current Minor Svent ar:uecu.e

FrAU IR e D9 kL ad Sofics &l ROl peme wideso olierwise sperifiod.
Date Event Cntiry fee
January 15 Blits Toawvanesnt, <ari wI
Jaaany S0 Cloeeston Ganeit Theeatio 3
TeEhrasyy 18 ; Tompnars o, rert O T
Fetotuary 17 Balugh Lefense Thematic 8
(=R 5 TR Eiivs Tourvenen., ra~t 2 bo
Merch 17 Logernfelo Deferze Thewmatic B

2002 Biitz Teournament

Trie CQEE year~long bBlitz tournament weat Lot the bodke on
December 1., wher ‘he tentn ard Yinal tourtaonent was playet.e i LS00k
with 3% pointe was David Long, He tock fi1rst piaCe. Sweront place wenl to
Tom Frwedie, with 0.5 Loants. fight points was enough for first
aternediate, aad that prize went to James nuit, rinasiy, Tairst pegyocer
went o iwavic Braurde.c, witn il points.

The JAE blity tournampent wtacrls 1w Jasaasy wnats the ert oy Toe
wall Cow DRSO Aand the Cunliatlye stendings stact foom sooat o

November 15
- Neng P AR Lean
i James fuin oW L L L@ S. 8
Z Devia Lony Lo W L.l 2.8
< Cole Tayio Wl ow L . "
4 Tom bFaoecler Wl - SU.@

December 13
Fad B 1 g &4 B og 7 Mot Ve
3 Lavid Braunfeld PR B Y N ¥ 4,1 il.5
= James fuath LR Lo WL Z. B £.@
3 Tom Hrnoedler Wlow W WD W .2 e
4 bylie Charchiil LLLoa L LD @, o 8.3
& Cole Taylor LoLL W L I.a .4
L Bavio wong KW DWW~ W 5.0 2500
E Josh Craig e Lo Doe LoE (P a9, &

Cumulative Blitz Standings
i David Lonz 50 @2y 929 Jonathan Hoffruemamer 6.0 (10) 600
2 Tom Rnoedier 255 30y 638 Josh Rohrschesb 4.0 () 800
3 Garald Bumpgardner 160 21y 7832 Bnan Creasey 10 (15 267
4 Diavnd Braunfeld it @39 29° Cole Tavior 30 (15 200
James Ruth 80 (25 320 10 Ed Bovd 20 (113 182
2 tied with half a pont, 1 wath Q pomis

£y~ o
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Results - Thematic Tournaments
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1R P = N n
lot U= Jack relles izt E:r Jeff Sr_ih
han-  ahe Satisg Rotnzofe DT 4R S Roofong R € S 8 ACLE Frilongi,  Tutal
1 Davic Mole S0k R R A i B e I A O AL MUISC A S
I Tom Prosdler 1w e B B Nt e T AR L R C ) S, B
o Jomeinan bovesll 1637 el R R | T T LD e P S S N
4 Iim _argoe 1421 e L L R e R i R RN I
5 Loiley Kitson vl I i I e R R e R L
& Jacs Helisr 1327 Bt AL N B0 B "R N s RS TR
7 Jamer Ruth 1T w5 wmmb =3 Db Wil L oweeb W18 Wil L4 LB - 45
6  Jecf Smitk L1GT Lo L= WmeT Dm-7 We-d Wi be-3 omd L2 D W7 hemd TR
5 Lavy Coulter 7 ; R £ [
i€ Cole Taplor uri . 4,9
11 Jonn Tayiar LT, a0
D Sratt Shery uni, .0
13 Davic Long ia7B R
* Fiter Caliey hiteon’s witndrawal, Davio Long filled oot the even
ALRDE. AnG playeC twl geuss. Lea.e Mote'z 1ith anc Tow knoecler’s 12th
ganes ace toncsidered forfelt wins for oo ing peposes mence Tomt s
gooite of 7, ot Giy, by oodivary gases ws. _ong for say g Dur LoSes.
Indrndual Cluad Resuliy Mormung Midday Afternoon Late

Top Quad

Middle (uad

Bottem Cuad

Wamt back

lzzidEs O

Mote 3
Donwell 12
Enoedle: 1'%
Larson 0

Kitzon 3
Hefler 2
Smith 1
Euth

. Ta-_viu-r 2
3. Tavlr ©

Mote 3
Kitzon ?
Coutter 1
Helter 0

Lonwell 2%
Enoedler 244
Cherry 1

C TavimQ

Sinstiy 2%
Larson 2
Ruth 14

T Tavier 0

Back lssues!

£ e el
TIE D

rewsietierzs”

Mote 3
Bomwell 2
Rnoedler 1
Eizon 0

Larsan 2%
Caoniter 1%
Somth 1
Cherrv 1

Ruth 3
Heller 2

C. Tavlor 1
T Tayler O

Mote 2
Bonweti 2
hnoedler 2
Ttson O

Stmith 2
Larson 2
Coulter 134

Ruth O

C Tavlerl
J. Tavier 0

Ciun Joserver may b2 hato for 31 apiece imost of this will go to copying
coztz, the «west to the oius treasory, . Hacwe jz=zwes of 1tz pradecessor,
the mast smalier Chese Clob News, cost S0 certe. Tnere are 13 1ssuez of
the Chess Club News availatble, frow 1953-%4. AI1 issuss of the Oos=rvar,
which started in Z@0Q, are avairlablie, tnere are & totel of 10 s34 far

publisned

triot including this one.)

See David.



Mates from the Edge of
Darkness.

%y Big Tuna

First let us introduce the
players who played this month's
featured game. Playing the
white pieces is the two time
world champion Alexander
Alekhine (AlYekIn) {(18%2-19%46).
Alexander the Great was World
Champion from 1927 to 1%35. In
1935 he attempted to defend his
title while drunk. He narrowly
loat the title to Max Euwe.

Mr. Euwe being the kind
gentleman that he was
graciously gave Alekhine a
rematch in 1937 after Alekhine
had sokered up and was
seriously sericusly spanked.
Alexander Alekhine was the
prototype for the Modern
Grandmaster taking opening
preparaticn to an all-new
level. He simply worked harder
than his peers. He played all
openings and was one of the
greatest tactical geniuses to
ever play the game.

Now in all fairneas to Max
Euwe, he was a very good
grandmaster and he provided
noble service to the cheass
world. The guality of the
games from his matches with
Alekhine 1 have felt were
always underrated. I plan on
featuring a nice win by Max
Euwe over Miguel Najdorf in a
future article.

Playing the black pieces is
Geza Maroczy({ MaRotSee or
MaRockSee) from Hungary (1870-
1951). He was a very strong
positional player and one of
the greatest endgame players of
all time.

This game was played at Bled in
1931. Many of Big Tuna's
favorite games through out
history have been played in
Bled. Maybe Big Tuna should
move there in hopes of some
chess greatness rubbing off on
to his game.

Alekhine v. Marcozy - 1931 Bled
1. d4 ds

2. Kf3 HfE

3. c4 eb

4. Bg5 Nbd7

5. a3 he

6. Bh4 Be?7

T7. NHeld D-0

8. Rcl ch

9. Bd3 ab

The first B moves are typical
OGD moves. The purpose of 9..
a6 is to support ..b5 gaining
space on the gueen side and
attacking white's bishop after
the moves ..dxcd4 ,and Bxc4.
After this black will usually
follow up when ever the time is
right with .. ¢5 increasing the
pressure on white's center.
This iz all standard QG theory.

10, 0-0 dxcd

11. Bxcd o5

The thematic pawn break in the
Queen’s Gambit. White now has
to decide on whether or not to
accept an Iaclated Queen’s Pawn
{IQP) .

12, a4! Qas!

A pair of really strong moves.
Alekhine's 12.a4! prevents
black’s planned expansionary
move ..b5 and prepares for the
imminent IRP position. Safer
would be 12.Qe2 or 12.Bd3.

12, ..Qas! Is a real active
defense move. Black is playing
a nice balance between
defensive and active counter
attacking moves.

13. Qw2 exd4
14. exdd .

White has chosen to enter into
an IQP position which is the
most aggressive choice and the
one mogt typical of Alekhine’s
style. Alekhine dismissed

14 Nxd4 with 14. .. Ne5 15.Bb3
Ng& 16 _.Bg3 e5, Black is fine.

The IQP position is one of the
most important and finely
balanced pesitions in chess.
The d4 pawn gives white extra
gpace and guards the ¢S5 and e5
squares, The d4 pawn also
makes it very difficult for
black teo free him self with eb-
e5. {(Remember the bad bishop
sitting at home on cB?) White’s
freer position and more active
pileces can be put to use
creating pregsure against
black’s king-side. White hopes
to eventually launch a direct
attack against Black’s king
with his more active pieces.

On the other hand if black
survives the middle game,
white’'s pawn weaknesses will
become a greater factor as the
game progresses. Black will
usually hope to make his move
during the late middle game.

14. .. Hbé

15. Bal!

When white chose to enter inte
a IQP position he also chose
the course of victory by
checkmate. White must not
waste time worrying about the
defense of the weak a4 pawn.
The pawn on a4 is already dead
if Marcozy chooses to grab it
with 15.. Mxa4. Alekhine points
out white's initiatiwve 1s wvery
strong after 15.. Nxad 16.Ne5.
Instead Marcczy continues to
play geod levelheaded defensive
maoves.

15. .. B47

16. Neb REfdS!

The Big Tuna applauds this
move, After 16.NeS we are riow
in better poszition to
understand the tactical
repercussions <f pawn grabbing
the ad pawn. If 16.. Bxad then
the spanking begins with

"17.Ngé!. Then 17.. Rfed

18 . Nxe7+ Rxa? 19,.Bxfs gxfe
20 . Ned white has a real atrong
attack. If black should fish
out and play the capture 17..
fxge he will losme to 1B.QeE+
REf7 1%. Nxad4 Nxa4 20. Bxgé Rf8
21. Rc8!'. After this black
loses in all variaticns. Big
Tuna was going to give you the
moat reascnable of these lines
but, Why, what would be the
point? Big Tuna would rather
discuss the time that he was a
Cub Scout and used to read the
chess column in Boys Life
magazine written by Bobby
Figcher. Bobby was a happier
man back then and he uged to
teach us chesas every month.

One of the things he taught us
was ‘When in doubt take the
material!’ 1In analysis of thia
game we find sgme serious
consequences from taking the
material. These conseguences
may or may not always be
apparent to the amateur player.
Ancther issue is, How do we
learn to eliminate doubt in our
positional and tactical
agsessments? This is a
difficult thing to develop as a
chess player. The ability to
make thorough and accurate
assessments of the board is the
quest for chess mastery itself.
Big Tuna still struggles with
issues of doubting his
assessments in mid game, while
trying to weigh all the
imbalances of a critical
position. It is a guestion of
mastering ones emotional and
spiritual demcns as much as it
iz a guestion of cnes knowledge



and mastery of the mechanics of
chess. More you win hopefully
the more confidence you will
have in your ideas and
analysis.

Maroczy's move gets the exclam’
because it is a good defensive
move that prepares ..Bef8 and
targets the d4 pawn which is a
lot more important than the a4
pawn. If white's d pawn falls
then white will lose control
over all central sguares.

17. f£417? -

Big Al had come to play this
day! Alekhine actually
guestions this move in his book
My Best Games of Chess 1908-
1937. He suggests the simple
17.0f3, After 17.f4 white
gives up the d pawn and allows
black counter play on the
gqueen’'s file. The question is,
Does white’s attacking chances
provide adeguate compensation
for black newly gained counter
play? After the game, Alekhine
had his doubts.

17. . Bag

18. Ng4 Rxd4

1%. Bxfé Bxfs

20, Nxf6+ gxté

21. Net RadB?

I would have probably made the
same mistake. Black is going
for the counter play on the
gqueen‘sa file that we have
discussed. However as Rlekhine
pointad cut this move gives up
the f pawn without a fight.
Alekhine tells us that after
21. f5! 22 .Nfé Kfs, white has
no immediate way to punch
through black's king-side.
hecording to analysis by John
Nunn the position appears to
hold for black after 21.. £5!

How after the text move black
is still in the game. Maroczy
may actually have been able to
win this game against anybody
other than the Alekhine.
Alekhine’s finish of the game
is pure genius.

22. Nxf&+ KfE

3. Nh7+! ..

Knights on the rim are dim,
yeah right!, not if they force
the enemy’'s king to the center
of the board where he can be
checkmated. John Munn pointed
out that it could have been
possible that Marcczy
underestimated this idea
because knight moves on the
edge are hard to visualize. I
think part of that is because

it ha; bhecome inherent in our
nature to distrust moves that
places a knight on the rim.
Attacks that come from the side
of the bhoard are oftan very
hard to see coming. This was
the primary lesscn that I had
in mind when I chose this game
for this menth’s article.
Howewver, thig game is full of
many lesscns.

23. . Ea7
24, f5 RBdS
25. b4l

A great move. This move either
deflects the black gueen from
defending the ed gguare or
blocks the black gueen's path
to more active sguares.

25. Qh5 is not good because
after 25. .. Qd2 black develops
counter play.

25, . oxbid
26. Qub -
Threatens 27.0f6+ Kd7 28. Nfog

26, .. Na?

27. Qh8+ Rxdl??

Maroczy breaks under the
pressure of Alekhine and fishes
out. Vukoviec pointed out 27..
Rce! was a feasible defense.
After 27. . Recé! 28, Rxe6 bxee
29 _fxes fxes 30.Nfe BEf7? 31.Nxd?
Rxd7 32.Bgé QcS5+ 33 .¥Khl Qf2
34.Qal QOxfl+ 35.0xfl Bxge GM
John Nunn concludea that

* White has some advantages,
whether it is encugh for a win
is quite another matter.”

28, f6+ Resgigns

28. .. K48 allows 29.0xe8+ Kxed
30.RcB# while 28. .. Rxfé leads
to 29.0xfe+ Kd7 30.Nis#

Points to remember from thia
game are:

1} Pay very close attention to
adge of the board moves.
Alekhine won this game with
moves that were oh or near
the edge of the board.
{23.Nh7, 25.b4, 27.Qh8} It
is often very hard to see
the attacks that come from
the edge of the board for
some reason, Big Tuna
doesn’t know exactly why,
that is just the way it is.
The c¢hess master who taught
Big Tuna how to play

2}

3

4)

unleashed this lesson cne
afterncon by spanking me in
two games in a row with big
gueen moves from the =side.
I was pretty bummed out
from the spanking but my
teacher told me that the
great Hungarian-American GM
Pal Benko once commented
that he was alsc a sucker
for sideways moves, Don‘t
let your guard down against
attacks from the sides of
the board or you will be
spanked.

Pawna are very powerful
dafenders.

21.. £5 would have kept the
extra material and this
extra pawn could have been
uged to barricade against
Alekhine’s attack.

An objective assessnent of
who 1ip bettar in a position
mAY DOt maan sguat.

The main thing to remember
here is that black was
cbjectively better ocut of
the opening. Wwhite
accepted certain pawn
weaknesses in exchange for
the opportunity to put
pressure con black’'s king
position. It has been found
that black had adeguate
rescurces to hold the
pesition Maroczy would have
probably won given his
endgame skill if he could
have only found the proper
defensive moves. But,
finding the correct defense
is always easier in post
mortem than in the heat of
battle. This is why Big
Tuna is unbkeaten on the
white side of the Blackmar
Diemer Gampit in Tournament
play. Iz the BDG sound?
Objectively, probably not,
But defense is always
eagier in postmortem than
during the heat of battle,
especially when your cleock
is low on time and you have
to pee really badly.

Alexander Alekhine was very
good at cheas.

* Alekhine’s attacks came
suddenly like a destructive
thunderstorm that erupted
from a clear sky" - Garry
Kasparov

Check and mate!

BT
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Area Tournament Schedule
Date Cate Keg End- Contact Phoge
Jan 11 Peona, Tii. fdZ Fred Malcome {309 3674833
Feb. 15 Springhield, 1L 847 Tom Knoedier 217y 3237268
March 1.2 Peona T 843 Tred Malcome (09 3674833
March & Satem, HL 930 ¥aul Holtand {R18) 288. 7487
Springfield, IH, 930 Dawvid Long 217y 322-048%
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Membership roster will appear 1n the newsletter every spraing and autumn.
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